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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
Indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. The claim language "substantially 
homogeneous" is indefinite. The examiner does not know how to assess what 
substantially encompasses. The examiner suggests that the applicant clarify the 
definition of substantially. Appropriate correction of the claim language is 
required. 

Claim Rejections -35 USC §102 

The following Is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 

U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 

Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

Claims 1-11,13,14 and 17-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Foster et al. (US 6,008,316). 

The prior art of Foster et al. teaches methods of laundering fabrics (page 
27, lines 6-10) to prevent dye transfer (abstract) with granular (column 26, line 
55) compositions comprising 0.01-90% of dye fixatives, which are condensation 
products of dicyandiamide and diethylenetrlamine (page 10, lines 10-27) reacted 
in the presence of hydrochloric acid (page 16, lines 35-39), as claimed in claims 
1-7. Foster teaches that the laundry detergents further comprise 10-80% builders 
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(column 25, lines 17-18), specifically water-insoluble aluminosilicates such as 
Zeolite A (column 24, lines 51-54) as claimed in claims 1,8,9 and 14. Foster 
teaches that the laundry detergents further comprise 0.5-10% antiredeposition 
agents, specifically carboxymethylcellulose, and perfumes (column 25, lines 46- 
59) as claimed in claims 10 and 11. Foster teaches that the laundry compositions 
further comprise 1-10% bleaching compounds, specifically peroxide, perborate 
and percarbonates (column 23, lines 28-53), 3-30% anionic surfactants, 
specifically C9-C20 linear all<ylbenzenesulfonates (column 20, lines 29 and 55), 
nonionic surfactants, specifically Ca-Cis alcohol ethoxylates having 2-10 ethoxy 
groups per mol alcohol (column 17, lines 29-40), and 0.01-90% 
polyethyleneimines (column 16, lines 10 and 54) as claimed in claims 17-18. 

Regarding the claimed limitation of 0.5-50% softener and 0.005-15% 
thickener as claimed in claim 19, the prior art discloses the use of 0.5-10% 
carboxymethylcellulose, well known in the art as a thickener for detergent 
compositions, and 0-25% cationic quaternary ammonium compounds (column 
21, lines 1-44), well known in the art to be fabric softening agents for detergents. 

Regarding the claimed limitation of methods utilizing uncoated particulate 
compositions with a homogenenous distribution of components, this would be an 
inherent property because the composifion comprises similar components and 
method steps. 

Accordingly, the teachings of Foster et al. anticipate the material 
limitations of the instant claims. 



i 
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Claims 1-9,11.12 and 15-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Panandil<er et al. (US 6,156,722). 

The prior art of Panandiker et al. teaches methods of laundering fabrics 
(column 10, lines 6-19) with compositions comprising 1-80% surfactants (column 
2, lines 29-30), specifically C11-C13 alkylbenzene sulfonates and R\OC2H4)nOH, 
where is Cio-Cie alky! group and n Is 3-80 (column 3, lines 11-18), 0.1-80% 
detergent builders, specifically zeolite aluminosilicates (column 3, lines 40-41; 
column 4, lines 7-8), 0.1-5% dye fixatives, specifically Sandofix SWE® (column 
4, lines 34 and 55), 2-30% bleaches such as perborate (column 6, lines 31-32; 
column 7, lines 49-50), fillers, perfumes, and dyes (column 6, lines 5-6) as 
claimed in claims 1,3-9,8,9,11,14,17 and 18. 

Panandiker further teaches the compositions are granular and made by 
combining base ingredients and spray drying to a low level of residual moisture 
then admixing remaining ingredients with the spray dried granules in a rotary 
mixing drum, and spraying on liquid ingredients to form finished composition 
(column 9, lines 35-45) as claimed in claims 2,12,15 and 16. 

Accordingly, the teachings of Panandiker et al. anticipate the material 
limitations of the instant claims. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Amina Khan whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-5573. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through 
Friday, 8:30-5. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Yogendra Gupta can be reached on (571) 272-1316. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more infonnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 




Amina Khan, PhD 
Patent Examiner 
February 17, 2006' 
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